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get involved 

Are you interested in: 

• Volunteering to help with the classes 

• Becoming a teaching artist 

• Sponsoring an individual student 

• Applying for a scholarship 

Visit the volunteer page on our website and take a 

few moments to fill out our volunteer application. 

We would like to know more about you and how 

you would most enjoy helping. 

about WNAC 

West Nebraska Arts Center is a cultural non-profit  
organization committed to education, awareness, and 
excellence in the arts, serving the North Platte Valley 
region.  We are located on the corner of 18th Street and 
1st Avenue in Scottsbluff. 

Our vision is to be your window on the arts.  We celebrate 
artistic achievement and want to inspire and awaken  
artistic expression in people of all ages.  We seek to unify 
our community and cultures through diversified, historical, 
and educational programs and events. 

www.thewnac.com 
Visit our website to learn more about: 

• the gallery schedule and exhibit opportunities 

• art classes and workshops + registration 

• special events + purchasing tickets 

• joining or renewing membership 

• volunteering 

Find us on Facebook to stay connected.  Like, comment, 
or share our posts and images to help us spread the word 
about our programs. 

Visit the gallery Tues. - Fri: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Weekends 
from 1-5 p.m., Closed Mondays.  Gallery exhibits and 
opening receptions are FREE and open to everyone. 

To activate or renew your membership, visit 
www.thewnac.com, call: 308-632-2226, or stop in to see 
us. 

The Nebraska Arts Council, a state agency, has 

supported the programs of this organization 

through its matching grants program funded by 

the Nebraska Legislature, the National Endow-

ment for the Arts, and the Nebraska Cultural 

Endowment. Visit www.nebraskaartscouncil.com 

for more information. 

Art can change everything and a person's creative 
process will guide them, in their own time and in 
their own way. This is at the heart of the Ed Wards 
Project inspired by Nebraska wildlife artist Char-
lotte Edwards. In her memory, Charlotte’s family 
wanted to help fund art education at West Ne-
braska Arts Center.  

Charlotte began painting at the age of 27 with very 
limited supplies using a window shade, 10 cent 
brushes, and paint she begged from the local lum-
beryard. The pseudonym Ed Wards was something 
she started using with her very first painting be-
cause she thought it was a cute and clever play on 
her name.  As she became more aware of the real-
ities of being a female painter in a man’s world, 
she decided to continue to use the signature Ed 
Wards as a symbol of her desire to ‘show them’ 
what a woman could accomplish.  

She won her first blue ribbon in a professional 
wildlife show in 1977 and she was off and running, 
determined to be the best she could be, learning 
along the way what she called ‘show smarts’  Her 
wildlife artwork continued to evolve as she used 
her own photography as reference and raised tur-
keys, pheasants, quail, ducks to study the details 
of the animals she was painting.   

Sharing her art with others gave her great pleasure 
and it is in that spirit WNAC is excited to offer this 
opportunity to teens in our community.   

about the  

Ed Wards Project 



Time: 4-5:30 p.m. 

Sessions held 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 

(except November-see below) 

2019 September 11, 25 

2019 October 9, 23 

2019 November 13, 20  

2020 January  8, 22 

2020 February  12, 26 

2020 March  11, 25 

2020 April 8, 22   

Two classes per month are guaranteed. *Bonus* stu-
dio days may be offered throughout the program de-
pending on instructor availability, student need, and 
nearing exhibit deadlines. 

registration 

Drop off/Pick up policy: All students are responsible for 
their own transportation to and from class. 

Supplies/artwork policy: Artwork  must remain at WNAC 
throughout the program if it is to be submitted in Visionar-
ies Student Art Exhbiit. Completed artwork not to be 
shown in the exhibit(s) may be taken home.  ALL artwork 
must be completed at WNAC.  ALL supplies must remain 
at WNAC. 

Cancellation policy:  If a session is cancelled due to in-
clement weather, instructor illness, or any other emergen-
cy, every attempt will be made to make up the class 
missed.  Students will be notified via email or text of the 
cancellation and the make-up date/time. 

ON GOING, but students must pre-register before attend-
ing a class. 

Anyone may join at any time throughout the 7-month pro-
gram, but early  and regular participation will allow for 
more creative time as well as opportunities to complete 
pieces for Student Art Month in April 2020. 

Classes begin Sept. 11th and end April 22 

eligibility 

Open to students grades 7-12 

ALL skill levels welcome 

Absolute beginner to advanced 

online: www.thewnac.com 
 

by phone: 308-632-2226 
 

by email:  steph@thewnac.com 

 

in person:  Visit WNAC Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m., weekends 1 to 5 p.m., Closed Mondays. 

how to sign up 

Donna Thompson is a contemporary abstract artist, 
designer, and instructor living in Gering, NE, where 
she works and creates with acrylics, watercolor, col-
lage, and mixed-media from her home studio.  She 
began as a fiber and textile artist teaching creative 
and technical skills in over 40 different types of fiber 
art classes.  In addition to adult workshops, she taught 
knitting as a ‘brain tool’ to young children and teens in 
Scottsbluff and Gering Public Schools, helping her stu-
dents to achieve more focus, concentration, and an 
overall sense of accomplishment and well-being.  She 
is the former Executive Director at West Nebraska Arts 
Center, a member of the North Platte Valley Artist 
Guild, and the Association of Nebraska Art Clubs. She 
has taught at numerous venues, fairs, and events.  
Donna’s love of art began at an early age and has 
evolved into a lifelong endeavor to promote visual art 
and creativity as a transformative and essential part of 
the human experience.  The energy and enthusiasm 
she has for all kinds of art, and its value in society, 
stems from her belief that creativity is something that 
should be accessible to all.  She is proud to be a part 
of the Ed Wards Project. 

the instructor 
cost 
Each class: $10.00  WNAC members  

 $15.00  regular price 

Cost includes all supplies.  Payment is due at the beginning 
of each class and is non-refundable.  

Cash, credit cards, and checks will be accepted. Please 
make checks payable to “WNAC.” 

Students may pre-pay for as many classes as they wish.  

Scholarships may available. Contact WNAC office. 

other info. 

dates/time how it works 

Each session will begin with an introduction to a 
medium or technique, as well as formulating an 
intention and a concept. Students will use an art 
journal for this process.  This will help focus the 
art-making that will follow.  

With  guidance and support from the instructor, 
students will then explore a theme through draw-
ing, painting, collage, and mixed media. 

User friendly art materials will be provided: acryl-
ic paints, charcoal, pastels, graphite. pen and ink, 
found objects, and more with which to create 
their own unique artwork with the goal of com-
pleting several pieces they can choose from to 
exhibit during Student Art Month 2020 and/or the 
Visionaries Student Art Exhibit. 

 

Students will: 

 Use the elements of art and principles of 
design 

 Use observation and imagination 

 Express their unique interpretation 

 Cultivate awareness and appreciation for 
the arts 

 Learn to communicate a personal voice 
and style  

 Create, select, and prepare artwork for a 
gallery show 

 Participate in making a collaborative piece 
with fellow participants 


